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During the Minister for Economy, Science and Transport's Oral Statement on 7 October,
you asked the Minister about the support for, and the geographical spread of, community-
led renewable energy projects. You also asked whether the Welsh Government is
undertaking research to establish whether smaller community-led projects enjoy smoother
passage through the planning system, compared to some of the projects directed by other
organisations. As these matters fall within my portfolio, | am responding to your questions.

The Welsh Government supports community-led renewable energy projects through the
Ynni'r Fro programme. We are currently actively supporting 50 projects, and a list of these,
including their locations, is attached to this letter, at Annex A.

The Welsh Government currently has no plans to undertake research specifically relating to
community-led projects and their passage through the planning system, as it would be
difficult to quantify effectively. However, this will be one of the issues explored in the end of
programme evaluation of the Ynni'r Fro scheme.

| also wrote to local planning authorities in December 2013, and that letter, attached at
Annex B, included the following statement;

‘Planning decisions should be based on an assessment of the impacts of any
proposed development irrespective of who the applicant is. However, by
recognising the particular needs of community groups and organisations, and
offering the opportunity for early engagement in the planning process, | hope that
we will be able to realise our ambitions to see community owned renewable
energy projects flourishing across Wales.”
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| hope that this letter addresses your questions in full.

Carl Sargeant AC/ AM
Y Gweinidog Cyfoeth Naturiol
Minister for Natural Resources
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